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$135G gra_nt
to nonprofit

. LAWRENCE — Tyeo Inferna-
tional has renewed its support for

¢ the Mercer Alliance to End Home-
lessness, granting the organization
another $135,000 for 2008. T'o date, -

- Tyeo has ecmmit_éed $405,000 10
the Mercer Alllance, which was =~

. founded in 2004 as a consortium of
leaders from Mercer County's busi-
ness, nonprofit and government
sectors who are comraitted to de- .
veloping strategiesto end home- -~
lessriess in Mercer County, remedy:,
ihg its root, eauses rather than only-
treatmg its consequences. =

"The Mercer Alliance has dev&l
oped programs that decrease the
gap between low incomes and
growing housing costs. Itds esti-
mated that one program alone
launched 1ast year — the Eamed
Income Tax Crecit (EITC) Cam-
paign — could generate up to §9
million for low-wage earners in
Mercer County this year.

In 2005, the Mercer Alliance
partnered with local banks, non-
profit organizations, the county
government and the city of Tren-
ton to expand what was thena
one-year-old campaign bo increage
the number of Mercer County
households to flle for the significant
EITC tax refunds they are due
under federal and state laws. The
Mercer Alliance Taunched 4 public

-awareness campaign and coordi-
nated training for caseworkers to
help its clients file for the EITC re-
fund. The campaign utiiized com-
munity centers and nonprofiis
agencles to offer free tax prepara-
tion. The results ~ households fii-
ing for BITC through partner sites
increased nearly 2000 percent; and
for the first three months of this
tax credit season, fotal EITC dot-
lars returned to Mercer County
households inereased 53 percent,
with almost 34 million miore In re-
tarns for Mercer fanilios.

“(Tyeo'’s) renewed support of
our work will enable the Mercer Al-
| Hiance to implement several new -
injtiatives over the coming year =
| that utilize the public/private part-
| nership approach so critical to the
| EITC Campeigi’s success,” seid -
" Mercer Alliance’ Execuﬁv‘e Director
_Alison Badgett. -
Tycais;okmdinitsmppon QI
the Mercer Aliance by the Prince- )
ton Area Community Foundation, -
which recently renewed 2 $15,000
grant, $5,000 of which came from.
the Harbourton Foundation, to
specifically support the EI'I‘C Cam
pajgn: -
“Cloarly PACi" ism visionary
funder: Not only have they sup-
ported the BITC Campaign from
the start; but they also provided
the seed grant to launch the Mer -
cer Alliance two years ago,” said -
Badgett, “We are thriled that they;
along with Tyco, have maintained -
thetr ongoing commitment to end-
ing homelessness in Mercer
COEI‘IW "

For more information on the
Mercer Alliance to End Homeless-
ness, or to become a member, call
{800) 844-1006 or visit (www.merce-
ralllance org).



