- COUNTY OF MERCER, NEW JERSEY RESQLUTION NQ. 2007- 197

™ ‘AppmvedastoFonhan&
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ez Maich 22, 2007

Bt AL ;

MERCER COUNTY EXECUTIVE AND BOARD OF

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS SUPPORT STATE-ENABLING

LEGISLATION FOR A COUNTY HOMELESS TRUST
. .

WHEREAS; a minimum of eight hundred arid thirty four (834) peaple in Mefcer
County wete homeless in the April 2006 Point in Time Count, ' with over half being

. families with children; and,

| WHBREAS, homelessnéss will worsen the mental and physical health of these

- children and adults, and it will undermine their treatment, education and employment

prospects; and, . S

_ WHEREAS, homelessriess will place additional strain on the schools that siruggle
to keep homeless children entolled and learning, and fhe hospitals and emergency rooms
that niust caré for homieless people whose illnesses would never have sccurred if they had -

' permanent housing; and, -

WHEREAS, the path out of homelessness relies on programs funded by HUD's
Homeless Assistance Grants and state funds; and, .

_ WHEREAS, the Mercer Alliance to end Homelessness has developed and is
working to implement a Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness in Mercer County; and,
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RESOLUTION - - o . - NO. 2007- 197

“2.

' WHEREAS, the Mercer County Homeless Trust Fund would Ieverage' soarce
federal and state funding and assist in supportmg the implementation of Mercer County’s
Teti Year Plar to End Homelessness; and, .

- WHEREAS, the Mercer County Homeless Trust Fund, supplemented by dedicated
staff, volunteers and resources from the private sector and local, state and federal
goveriments, would help thousands of families and individuals in Mercer County move
into pertnanént housing and thys provide a healthier, more stabls living environment; and,

WHEREAS, progtams focused on ending homelessneéss can reduce public costs to
hospitals, emergency rt‘)oms't law enforeement and fostcr care systerns; now, therefore,

‘BRIT RESOLVED that the Mercer County Executive and the Buard of Chosen
Freeholders endorse the need to establish a Mercer County Homeless Trust Fund and
encourage the members of the New Jersey State Leglslamre to pass enabling legislation as
soon 4s possible and for the Governor of New Jetsey to sign such leglslatlon, and, -

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk to the Board shall forward a copy of
this Resolution to the Honorable Jon Corzine, Governor of New Jersey, to the Mercer
County Legislative Delegation and to all New Jersey Freeholder Boards.
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