Monarch Housing Associates
Homeless Trust Fund Sign On Letter

The undersigned organizations urge the New Jersey Legislature to approve
legislation to allow Counties to establish Homeless Trust Funds with local
designated funding sources. These Trust Funds would provide funding for the
implementation of locally developed Ten Year Plans to End Homelessness.

States across the country have helped localities dramatically reduce their
homeless populations by enabling them to fund the implementation of local plans
to end homelessness through local Trust Funds. In these states, this has resulted
in a reduction of costs to the public sector and community.

A minimum of ten thousand (10,000) people in the New Jersey will experience
homelessness this year, nearly half of whom will be in families with children.
Homelessness will worsen the mental and physical health of these children and
adults, and it will undermine their treatment, education and employment
prospects.

Homelessness will place additional strain on the schools that struggle to keep
homeless children enrolled and learning, and the hospitals and emergency
rooms that must care for homeless people whose illnesses would never have
occurred if they had permanent housing.

The paths into homelessness are many, ranging from the onset of illness to
natural disasters. It is experienced by veterans returning from war, people who
have lost their jobs, people with disabilities who languish on the streets, and
families who were evicted from their housing.

The path out of homelessness relies on programs funded by HUD’s Homeless
Assistance Grants and state funds. However, locally funded Homeless Trust
Funds can leverage this scarce funding and insure success in ending
homelessness. Supplemented by dedicated staff, volunteers, and resources from
the private sector and local, state and federal governments, locally funded
Homeless Trust Funds, could help thousands of families and individuals in New
Jersey move into permanent housing. By providing a healthier, more stable living
environment, homelessness programs can reduce public costs to hospitals,
emergency rooms, law enforcement and foster care systems.

Name of organization:
Address:

Contact person:
Phone number:
E-mail:

Please return this letter via email or by mail or fax to: Randi Moore
Monarch Housing Associates

15 Alden Street, Suite 10

Cranford, NJ 07016

908-272-5363 - 908-382-6305 (Fax)

15 Alden Street Suite 10, Cranford, NJ 07016 rmoore@monarchhousing.org tel. 908.272.5363 fax. 908.382-6305
First Winner of the Governor’s New Jersey Excellence in Housing Award

Online at http://www.monarchhousing.org/EHT/TF/SignOnLetter.doc




